
February 27, 2004 

Olficc of the Secretary 
Fcdcral Coiii inti i i icalioiis Coiiimissioii 
445 Twelfth Strcct, S.W., TW-325 
Washington, D C 20554 

RE. MariTEL, Inc., Proposal foi- Sharcd Use of Maritime VHF Channels 87B and 88B 
for Automatic Identification Sysleiiis 
Public Notice DA 04-378 
WTIA Pclilion RM-WVT 

Dear Sccrctary, 

I'hc Tampa Port Authorily has jtirisdictioiial autlioriLy over the Tampa Bay Harbor as the 
Hillsborougli County Port Dislrict in  accordance with Florida Statute, Chapter 95-488. 
Thc Tampa Porl Authority is a niember of the Tampa Bay Harbor Safetv Committee 
(TBHSC) that was eslab!ished i n  1997 workin:: i n  partnership with the U.S..Coast Guard 
a n d  the Slalc of Florida to enhiincc Ihc inavigatioiial sarety and security for the 80 miles of 
cIi:~iiiic!s i n  Tampa Bay 

The 'I'HHSC succcssrti l ly crsatcd a Differeiilial Global Positioning Systei~i/Atitoiiiatic 
ldenti lication Syslem (DGPS'MS) based Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) that 
is operated by (he Tampa Port Authority in  partnership wi th  the U S. Coast Guard Marine 
Safety Orlice Tampa Thc VTIS also integrates real lime tide and current and 
iiieteotological infoomialioii from the Tampa Bay Physical Oceanographic Real Time 
$:,:tar. IPnR.TS) vq1.h 111~ DGPS'4.lS vrsscl pnsitioniny infnrmation nii pilot carry 
alioard displays The DGPSIAIS information is a critical element in the menu of 
in,ivigalioiial tools n n h b l e  to the pilots 3 i id  sliipiiiasters It-aiisiling 'Tampa Bay This 
~echnology has greatly ciihaiiccd the ~ c s s c l  Iraffic maiiagcinciit and coordination of 
simtiIIaneoiis lraiisi ls of  haurtlous cargo including petroleum, anhydrous ainnionia and 
I,PG ships. cruise ships and other special movement vessels 

1-tie iiw Inicrrtatioiial Mariliine Organiration lccliiiology standards for A[S 
iiiipIeiiieiita!ic?ii requirc a critical upgrade to Lhc Tampa Bay VTIS to insure relention of 
this very valuable navi+monal coniponciit of the overall system. Commitments have 
hew made to provide the inecessai-y resources to proceed rorward with this lransition. 



MxiTIL’s  proposal limiting thc use of Channels 87B and 88B to the U S. Coast Guard 
and sh ip  station licensees completely prevents a public, lawfully established organization 
such as the Tampa Port Authority froin continuing to operate the Tampa Bay VTIS 
n ilhoul ii~curriiig excessive iindetermined fccs The DGPSIAIS VTIS established for 
Tampa Bay was in  rcspoiise to a irccogni7ed need to improve the safe handling o f  over 
5000 Lessel inovemciits a year through long narrow channels This need w a s  verified 111 

IIic f i l ia l  report of a Ports and Waterways Safely Assessment (PAWSA) conducted in 
January 2003 The decision to only allow ccrlain U S  Coast Guard Vessel Traffic 
Systcni (VTS) ports i s  patently unacceptable iii the very competitive market place of thc 
i~atioi~s coaslal seaports Why should only those ports that have by legacy had a federal 
vessel lraffic management sysleni be any different froin a public port authority that 
partnered with industry r z i i d  the I/ ,S Corrsl Gurrrd to provide an effective, safe and secure 
environment for vessel movements” 

The implciiienLation of ail i i i lei-national application o f  AIS is not only imperative to the 
p~’o~ressiiig demands Lo increase llir coniiiierc1a1 e W~cieiicies 01‘ waterborne commerce 
hu t  also iii response to the essential reality of enhanced national security This is 
collcctivcly a joint rcspoiisihilily that i i i t i s l  he spcarheaded by an internationally 
rccognizcd coinpctcnl authority - the U.S Coast Guard, and partnered with every port 111 

the United States This is what Tampa Bay cui-rently has established and desires to 
coiitinuc for the benefil of [lie ci t i7ei is orwest central Florida 

Tlic Tailipa Port Authority is coniniirted to its responsibility to provide the most efficient, 
safe and secure vessel traffic inanageincnt system for Tampa Bay. I t  has been 
successllilly progressing i n  applying tcchiiology and non-regulatory processes in meeting 
this rcspuiisibility T h e  ‘l’anipa Port Authority, therefore, elliphatically and respectfully 
ieqiiests rejectioii of the MariTEL Shared Use Proposal and supports the National 
Telecoiiiiiiunicatioiis and Informalion Administral~on (NTIA) proposal to allocate 
Channels 878  and 88B exclusively for AIS use Tor all United Statcs ports 

Suiccrcly, 

2 . K  Id q-4 
Zelko Kirincicli 

\ Deputy Port Direcloi-/COO 

cc .  Qualex International, liic 
Maria Ringold, Federal Coiiimuiiications Coniinission 
Tim Maguire, Fcdcral Comiiiunic~tioiis Commission 
Jcffrcy Tobias, Federal Coiiiintinications Coinmission 


